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themselves. Lysias, fearing lest St Paul should be torn to pieces in the
tumult, sent a party of soldiers to fetch him out of the council into the
castle. Jesus Christ, to show that he is nearest his servants when they
are in the most grievous afflictions, appeared to St Paul the second night
after this danger, and encouraged him with an assurance that he should
give testimony to him at Rome,

Fort}' Jews having conspired to murder him, Lysias sent him under a
strong guard to Felix, the governor of the province, who resided at Coesarea,
The high priest Ananias followed him thither to accuse him, taking with
him Tertullus, an eloquent orator or lawyer who, after an insinuating
address, opened the charge against the apostle, whom he impeached for
stirring up seditions and preaching the new religion of the Nazaraeans or
Christians. St Paul, having obtained leave from Felix, entered upon his
defence with telling the governor it was a great comfort to him that he
was to plead his cause before one who had long sat judge of that nation.
He then easily cleared himself from the calumny of sedition and of having
profaned the temple; and confessed that he worshipped God in the way
which his accusers called heresy, but added that it was agreeable to the
sense of the prophets and the faith of his forefathers; and that in the
expectation of the resurrection of all men, good and bad, he was careful
to live with an unblamable conscience towards God and man. The accusa-
tion as to religion was of no weight with Felix: yet he detained the apostle
in prison two years, partly to please the Jews and partly hoping to receive
money from the Christians for his releasement. This Felix was a wicked
man, raised to that dignity from a slave, and in governing his province he
carried extortions and tyranny to the greatest height. He was absolute
and uncontrollable so long as he was shielded under the protection of
Pallas; but after the fall of that minister it was more easy for the Jews
to send complaints against him to Nero; and this induced him to keep
St Paul prisoner in order to court their favour, unless he could have got
some money by setting him at liberty. In the meantime, he frequently
called the apostle before him, taking much delight in hearing him dis-
course; but curiosity and covetousness were his motives, and his passions
got the better of all the impressions of grace. He had three wives, among
whom she that held the first rank was Drusilla, daughter to the elder
Agrippa, an impious apostate from Judaism and an adultress who had
abandoned her own husband Axiz, King of Emesa, preferring the bed of
this profligate idolater. Some days after the first hearing of St Paul at
Caesarea, Felix being with Drusilla sent for the apostle before him, and
hearing him discourse on justice, chastity, and the judgment to come,
trembled. But stifling his remorses, he said, " Go awajr for the present,
I will call thee at a convenient time." O criminal delay I O words,
enemies to all grace! cries out St Austin. Hurry of worldly affairs, difr-